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Abstract

The hegemony competition between the United States and China has brought about
a change in the strategic environment in which we can no longer take a balanced
position based on "strategic ambiguity." We need the flexibility of choice to ensure national
survival through ever—changing strategic environmental assessments. Our key security
partner, the United States, is taking the same purpose and method as the "containment
strategy" taken against the Soviet Union in the past to crush China's pursuit of hegemony
under the strategic goal of “balance of power led by the United States.” The U.S.
Indo—Pacific Strategy presupposes cooperation with allies and partners included in the
Indo—Pacific effort line, and calls for cooperation between Korea and Japan. Based on the
"Asianism" that has been born since the modern period of the past, Japan intends to
realize Indo—Pacific diplomacy, which is Japan's exercise of initiative in the Indo—Pacific
region, by actively participating in the U.S. Indo—Pacific strategy, and we made it clear that
we refused to try to change the status quo on the current international order through the
"Freedom, Peace, and Prosperity Asia Strategy" on Dec. 2022. In the current strategic
environment, the most reasonable diplomatic strategy we can choose is the strengthening
of Korea—Japan relations centered on the United States. The U.S. does not want a conflict
between Korea and Japan to achieve its strategic goals and will mediate it if necessary.
In the current strategic environment, the people of Korea and Japan are calling for
strengthening relations and security cooperation between the two countries, centered on
the United States. Whether the public's response to changes in the strategic environment
is consistent, this will be a good opportunity to strengthen Korea—Japan relations and
expand security cooperation between the two countries, which was concentrated in the
military sector, to the economic and technological sectors. Changes in the security
environment around us require us to overcome history and further flexible strategic

choices for national survival,
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